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The search for The Living God and Reality should proceed through | 
the consideration of being at its highest, most significant moments, , 
rather than by concentration on those lower aspects that are common | 
to all being and therefore lacking in individuality. This is the Editor’s ; 
contention and from such a starting point he considers a few of the: 
root-problems of philosophy. 


Alliance instead of warfare between Mechanism and Consciousness ' 
is proclaimed in Professor J. E. Turner’s thoughtful study with its | 
many illustrations and amplifications of his position. —THE PERSONALIST ' 
counts it an honor to have the distinguished University of Liverpool 
thinker among its contributors again. 


William James Price of Baltimore, Maryland, is founder of the 
Verse Writer’s Guild of America and contributor to more than a score 
of magazines and anthologies. His verse, Rejection, appears this month. 


Two reactions to the philosophy of Oswald Spengler are pre- 
sented in this issue. After the question, Is Western Civilization Declin- 
ing? Professor Joseph Alexander Leighton of Ohio State University 
gives a critical analysis of some of the German’s leading ideas. Our 
readers, we feel sure, will agree that the author’s evaluation of pes- 
simism regarding the achievements and possibilities of democratic culture 
is a worthy and typical effort from a leading American philosopher. 


Reverend Fred Smith’s article, Spengler—Without Spenglerism, 
is an endeavor to dissociate the thinker from his philosophy and then 
appropriate the more valuable of the two. Mr. Smith is a Congrega- 
tional minister in Newton, Kansas. 


John Richard Moreland, contributor of Tears, holds a high place 
among contemporary poet-critics in this country. He has long been a 
favorite of PERSONALIST readers. 


There are two views common regarding Psychology and Prayer, says 
Professor J. R. Geiger of William and Mary College: ‘According to 
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view, it signifies nothing.” The author then shows the importance of 
a third aspect of the problem, and indicates a program. 


Daughter of the former superintendent of Siberian railways, student 
at the great technical school in Tomsk, refugee from the revolution, 
worker in a Pacific Coast canning factory, hitch-hiker over the Rockies, 
student in American universities earning her own way, Olga Koks- 
harova has had more experiences than most attain in a long life-time. 
With a discriminating and critical pen she tells of one of these exper- 
iences in A Night in an Insane Asylum. 
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2—F DIOGENES 
> 


@| The Gentle Personalist has continued as a 
column for ten years. At times there has been 
much provocation to lose his gentility. The title 
has never satisfied the belligerent editor. The 
die is cast. We have decided for a time, at least, 
or until there is a demand for the return of the 
Gentle Personalist, to write under a new caption. 
The old one sounded a little strained and a bit 
pedantic to us. 


@| But why, says some one, change to an exalta- 
tion of the cynical, grumbling, ill-mannered 
Diogenes? Why ape him who elbowed his way 
into society rudely seeking with a lantern in 
broad day light for an honest man? Well, are 
they so plentiful after all. We think they are 
but sometimes it takes a lantern to disclose them. 
Diogenes was a lover of sunshine to the extent 

¥ of requesting the great Alexander to step out of 

§ the light. We want more light, though we hope 
to achieve it without heat. Let this Positive side 
of Diogenes then form our criterion. 


Hb Ht At, 


—— 


@| We have a representation of Diogenes and his 
lantern decorating this page as he looks adorn- 
ing the faculty entrance of the new Hall of 
Philosophy. This will give our page a local 
color. We are writing this page from beneath 
the lantern of Diogenes. 


@ Its place above the entrance was the joke 
which the architect perpetrated on his father. 
But it is our intention to turn all jokes, insults 
and misfortunes to some kind of advantage. 
Where would Diogenes be quite so likely to find 
an honest man as at the faculty entrance? We 
embrace the witticism and shall do our best with 
rs 

q]| There are many things in our common life 
that need inspection with light. There is no 
honest man nor honest truth that needs to fear 


it. Henceforth we Point for men and principles 
from the sign of Diogenes. 
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